GEORGE THE THIRD
preserve this country [Ireland], I will never lose sight of it/
And he was as good as his word. Soon afterwards he was able
to report to Pitt that' the principal people here are so frightened
that they would, I believe, readily consent to a Union': but
at the same time CornwaUis struck a warning note when he
stated that even the timid were resolved that ' it must be a
Protestant Union.'
Over in Ireland Pitt was ably supported by CornwaUis and
Robert Stewart, Viscount Casdereagh; and the latter, whom
he had specially chosen for the post of Chief Secretary in 1798,
was well aware that emancipation of the Catholics was to be
the outcome of Pitt's plan. CornwaUis and Casdereagh found
it no simple matter to persuade even a timorous Episcopalian
minority in Ireland that it was expedient to submerge the Irish
in the British Parliament; but they had unlimited means at their
disposal, and Pitt behind them; and by purchasing votes and
promises of honours they were at last able to obtain a majority
in favour of the Union. The British Parliament adopted Pitt's
measure in 1799: a year later the Irish Parliament voted its
extinction. Henceforth the Parliaments of Great Britain and
Ireland were to be united; and the people of Ireland were to
be represented in the Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland by
four spiritual peers sitting in rotation, twenty-eight temporal
peers elected for life by their order, and one hundred members
of the House of Commons. The Established Churches of Great
Britain and Ireland were to be united. There was to be free
trade between the two countries.
It is evident that George was none too happy while the negotia-
tions were in progress. He was willing to admit that the Union
would bestow benefits on both countries; but he was suspicious
about the future of the Catholics. He expressed his fears to
Henry Dundas, the Treasurer of the Navy.
I only hope [he said] Government is not pledged to anything in
favour of the Roman Catholics.
Nor was Dundas's reply—c it will be a matter for future considera-
tion '—too reassuring; and there and then George explained to
him why he would never violate his Coronation Oath. Dundas
apparently tried to explain to the King that his oath was limited;
but George cut him short with the testy retort:
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